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First Prize in this year's Employee Photo Contest 's Transportation category was "Junkyard Eyes" by Larry Chestnut, Bureau of Graphics and Cartography. (See page 2) 


May 1987 


Transporter 


Page 2 


Exceptional Merit Award, "Mr. Grover's Farm" by Larry Chestnut 


First Prize Nature, "Tongue Tied" by Vera C. Rhoades 


Shadow" by Mitchell Zajac 


First Prize, People, "Rock & 


Coult wins 'Best in Show' in Annual DOT Photo Contest 


"Strawberry Sunset" by Renee Coult, Accident Records Retriever, Trenton, has 
been chosen as Best in Show in the 1987 DOT Photo Contest. She becomes the first 
woman to win the top prize. 

Larry Chestnut, Graphic Artist |, Graphics & Cartography, won First Prize in the 
Transportation category (see cover) and also won the Transporter's award for 
Exceptional Merit. 

Vera C. Rhoades, Engineering Aide II, Materials, won First Prize in the Nature 
category and Mitchell Zajac, Senior Highway Inspector, Region Ill, took First in People. 

Honorable Mentions went to: Mike Ducar, Computer Operator, Data Processing; 
Patricia Bowken, Secretarial Assistant III, Maintenance; John S. Shikoluk, Engineering 
Aide lI, Region II, Materials; Nancy Zangrilli, Personnel Aide |, Personnel; Joseph 
Mackin, Chief Bridge Operator, Region IV; Arthur Frank, Aeronautics; last year's 


Exceptional Merit winner, Charles Guenzel, Principal Engineer, Design; Marie Malloy, 
Administrative Assistant, Government & Legislative Affairs; and Millie Cox, 
Administrative Assistant |, Office of the Deputy Commissioner. Ms. Cox was one of 
three Honorable Mention winners in last year's contest. 

The winners will receive their awards from Commissioner Hazel Frank Gluck and the 
winning photographs will be on display in the lobby of the new Engineering and 
Operations building through mid-June. 

Judges for the photo contest were Joe Moore and Joanne Nestor of the Governor's 
Photo Unit and Ray Hallgreen, Engineering Aide |, Region Ill, who was last year's Best 
in Show winner. Hallgreen, who has won the top prize three times in addition to several 
first prizes and honorable menticns, was asked to "sit out" this year. 


Berlin's Crew 467 finds fossils 


Berlin Yard Maintenance Crew 467 kept a watch for dinosaur bones in late March as 
they were digging a French drain along Route 45 in Mullica Hill this month. 

Foreman Bill Platt was alerted by an article he read about a Gloucester County pit 
being examined by New Jersey State Museum paleontologist Bill Gallagher. When his 
crew had dug 20 feet and hit some coal-like material in which shellfish were embedded, 
he called Gallagher who is the registrar of the museum's Science Bureau. 

What they found was a large fossil volute snail, a gastropod dating back 65 to 70 
million years ago. "This type of exposure is not so well known in this area,” Gallagher 


said. "They mark the end of the age of 
dinosaurs and should produce a bone or 
two." Gallagher's particular interest in 
Crew 467's find is the minerological 
composition of the crystals of a rare 
phospate which are attached to its shell. 

"| would like to alert DOT crews in 
South Jersey to the possibility of finding 
these exposures on their projects,” 
Gallagher said. He can be reached at 
609-292-6330. 

Platt said that he kept some of the 
shells so that his daughter can bring 


them to school. The class would 
probably prefer to see a dinosaur 
skeleton. After all, the first complete 
dinosaur skeleton was found in 


Haddonfield in 1858. 


Pavement conference 


The sixth Annual FHWA Pavement Management Conference will be hosted by the 
DOT on June 16 and 17 at the Nassau Inn, Princeton. Registration information can be 
obtained from Andris A. Jumikis in the Bureau of Maintenance at (609) 530-3036. 


REALE OTE ORS 


emorial dedicated to Greitzer 


Deputy Commissioner Michael F. Barrett and Betty Greitzer unveil a memorial plaque 
dedicating a beech tree to her father, the late Milton S. Greitzer, former head of 
Construction and Maintenance. The memorial was the idea of DOT Security Guard, 
Dominick Migliaccio, who approached George Lobman, Construction and Maintenance, 
for assistance. He formed a committee to raise money and obtain permission for the 
project. Serving on the committee were George Gramlich and Joseph Szucsik of 
Construction and Maintenance and Michael Hanlon of Central Services. 
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Tom Walsh, Route 35 bridge operator, demonstrates the bridge opening procedure on 
the "Frankenstein" transformer control board. 
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Vince Anepete, project engineer, and LouAnne Norton, resident engineer, point out the 


electrical devices located below the Route 35 bridge. 
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Doug Thompson, bridge operator, puts the Lovelandtown Bridge through its paces 


A tale of two bridges 


Have you ever had a day when the sun was high in the sky, the breezes 
warm and inviting and there you are, bathing suit at hand, stuck in traffic a few 
miles from the beach because the bridge was up? 

Motorists crossing over the many movable bridges in the state give little 
thought to them until one is lifted to allow a boat to pass. These structures, 
often small in size, form a vital link in the highway system in coastal areas. Two 
of these bridges, each with its unique problems, are undergoing rehabilitation 
to keep pace with the demands of vehicular and waterborne traffic. 


Route 35 Bridge 


The Route 35 bridge over the Manasquan River is one of the six bridges 
located along the shore in Central Jersey to be restored and upgraded ina 
single construction contract . It is called a trunnion double leaf bascule bridge. 
A trunnion bearing works like a door hinge; it is the central point on which the 
bridge leaf pivots. , 

At the present time, the entire bridge opening procedure takes 
approximately seven minutes. Until recently, there was no radio, therefore, a 
boat that required a bridge opening blew its horn twice, a procedure still 
followed by boats without radios. The bridge operator then signals back five 
times, the standard signal warning that the bridge is closed. The operator gets 
power manually into the control board (which the operators call the 
"Frankenstein" board because of its archaic appearance) and sets off the red 
traffic signal to alert cars to stop. 

It takes two bridge operators to close four large steel gates. After closing, 
one operator returns to the control board, pulls the locks out, waits for a green 
light to flash, releases the brakes, raises the bridge with the controls and then 
signals twice to the boat to let them know that the bridge is up. The second 
bridge operator watches for the boat to clear. Then, the signal is sounded for 
closing and the entire procedure is reversed. 

A new computer system will cut down these steps by at least half and will 
also be able to troubleshoot problems with the bridge as they develop and 
communicate them directly to the resident engineer's office. The repair and 
improvement to this bridge will make its operations more effective and reliable. 

Included in this major rehabilitation project will be a new roof to the bridge 
house, new windows, repairs to walls and floors, and new ceilings, heating, 
lighting, air conditioning, window blinds and sanitary facilities. Electric power 
service will be improved and modern solid state switch and control equipment, 
new marine radio, siren, navigation lights, telephone and safety equipment, 
includina automatic traffic barrier aates installed. 


Lovelandtown Bridge 


Route 13, is a half-mile of roadway, located in the Lovelandtown section of 
Point Pleasant Boro. Actually, Route 13 consists of the vertical lift bridge which 
spans the Point Pleasant Canal and its approaches. Officially named the 
Lovelandtown Bridge after the Loveland family of Point Pleasant whose 
ancestors date back to the early 1800s, the bridge is called the Bridge 
Avenue Bridge by local residents. It is considered the simplest operating 
vertical lift type bridge in New Jersey because there is only one central point of 
power. 

The most visible rehabilitation work will be new windows with vertical blinds 
for the bridge house, four new tower mounted platforms to lubricate and 
maintain the counterweight wire ropes and a new steel stairway to provide safer 
access from the bridge to the parking lot located at the base of the 
embankment. At the present time, bridge personnel must hike up a fairly steep 
hill to get to the bridge. 

The estimated cost of construction for all six bridges involved in this Central 
Jersey contract is approximately $9.2 million with $2.2 million being allocated to 
the Route 35 bridge and $500,000 to the Route 13 bridge. There ‘s a contract 
for six similar movable bridges located in South Jersey and < «..d contract is 
under way for North Jersey. The project will use 100% state iunds from the 
1986 Bridge Bond Construction Program. 


Local Aid's Russell A. Brown retires 


Russell A. Brown, District 
Engineer, Local Aid, East Orange,* has 
retired after 34 year of state service. He 
joined the then Highway Department in 
1953 as a junior engineer. 


Brown, a resident of Montclair, 
served on various municipal committees 
and was appointed by the Governor to 
serve on the Board of Professional 
Engineers and Land Surveyors. 

As District Engineer in Local Aid, he 
worked with local officials and engineers 
to improve and maintain municipal and 
county roads and bridges and helped 
evaluate projects submitted by these 
local governments for inclusion in the 
state's funding programs. 


Two hundred friends honored Brown 
and his wife, Jackie, at a farewell 
luncheon held at the Robin Hood Inn in 
Clifton on March 27. 

The couple will divide their time 
between their home in Montclair and 
relaxing at their summer home in Sag 
Harbor, Long Island. 

Now that he has retired, Brown said 
he is looking forward to spending more 
time in his garden, working at his hobby 
of propagting and raising azaleas and 
rhododendra. 


300 attend 11th Annual Trans/Action 


Commissioner Hazel Frank Gluck inspects a trolley car exhibit with manufacturer John 
Smith of Transportation Vehicles Inc. and Jerome C. Premo, Executive Director of NJ 
TRANSIT. The trolley, which is mounted on a bus body, is in use at several shore 
resorts in the state. The 11th Annual Trans/Action Conference drew over 300 
attendees to two days of meetings in Somerset. 
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John Mycoff, a  25-year-DOT 
veteran, has been named Director of the 
Office of Community Involvement. He 
had served in an acting capacity since 
March when -he replaced Carolyn 
McCallum. 

Andrew R. Davis, Esq., was 
named Acting Director of the Office of 
Civil Rights, replacing S. Bobby Bryant 
who has joined the Governor's 
Authorities Unit. 

Charles P. Monahan has_ been 
appointed Chief, Bureau of Landscape 
Architecture. He replaces Robert H. 
Myers who recently retired. 
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Joseph A. Martin, was recently 
named by Commissioner Hazel Frank 
Gluck to be Director of the Hudson River 
Waterfront Transportation Unit of NJ 
TRANSIT. He holds an MBA from 
Syracuse University, attended the J.F.K. 
School of Government at Harvard and 
was former County Administrator in 
Essex County. 

Joseph M. Mason Jr., Highway 
Inspector, Region Ill Construction, was 
married recently to Renee M. Barbuto, an 
engineering design student at Mercer 
County Community College. 
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Wedding bells also rang for Joseph 
P. Russo. The Bureau Chier of 
Purchase and Stores was married to the 
former Dottie Maze on April 4. 
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Don Telesco, Principal Engineer, 
Region | Construction, and his wife, 
Chris, are the proud parents of a 9 lb. 
baby girl, Gina Marie, who joins brothers 
Mike and John. Telesco, a 30-year DOT 
veteran, said that Gina was the first girl 
to be born in his family in 16 years. 
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Linda Tredway, Principal Clerk 
Typist, Netcong, and her husband, 
Charles, Construction, Chester, wel- 
comed their first child, a 7 lb. 1 oz. boy, 
Charles Christopher. 
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Roy Schriever, Assistant Crew 
Supervisor, Region |, and his wife, 
Joann, greeted their first son, Jason 
Scott, on March 31. He joins Jennifer, 2, 
in the Schriever household. 
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James Varanyak, Executive 
Assistant Ill, Aeronautics, has received 
the Federal Aviation Administrator's 
Award for Excellence in Aviation 
Education. 


The honor recognizes Varanyak for 
his efforts as DOT representative and 
chairman of the New Jersey Aviation 
Education Advisory Council which 
fosters aviation education in New Jersey 
colleges. 
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Work by photographer Joanne 
Nestor will be on exhibit as part of the 
New Jersey Arts Annual. It can be seen 
at the Jersey City Museum through July 
31. Nestor is a member of the 
Governor's photo unit and a regular 
contributor to the Transporter. 


Obituary 


Herbert K. Englishman, 76, 
retired Regional Engineer, Region |, 
Netcong, died on May 2. He served 46 
years with the Department before his 
retirement in 1974. 

Jack Freidenrich, Assistant 
Commissioner for Engineering and 
Operations remembered Englishman as 
his first boss at the then Highway 
Department. "He was a true professional 
who set high standards for himself and 
his staff," Freidenrich said, "| learnd a_ lot 
from him." 

A graduate of the Newark Technical 
Institute and the Newark College of 
Engineering, Englishman played a major 
role in the construction of Route 80. 

Active in the community, Englishman 
was active with the Boy Scouts, The 
Reformed Church and the Boonton Board 
of Education. 

He is survived by his wife, Kathryn 
and three sons, Allen, Herbet N. and Jon. 


35 receive managers certificates 


Thirty five DOTers received certificates from Commissioner Hazel Frank Gluck, 
after completing the first level in the Certified Public Managers course. The recipients 
posed for pictures along with Division heads and supervisors who came to add their 


congratulations. 


Top photo: (standing) Wayne H. Heath, 


Design; John C. Schilling, Electrical: 


Charles T. Edson, Construction and Maintenance (C & M); Lawrence A. Sroka, 
Maintenance; Authur R. English, C & M; Adrian C. Lincoln, Right of Way; Anil K. Mehta, 
Design; Eric J. Kraehenbuehl, Design; Daniel V. Pankiewicz, Project Development; 
John M. Rainiero, Maintenance; Edward J. Myzie, C & M; F. Rodney Roberson, 
Maintenance; John J. Nakonechy, Materials; Clifford L. Heckman, Materials; Robert C. 
Cebrick, Project Development. (seated) William Schever, representing the Department 
of Personnel, Commissioner Gluck, Raj B. Lall, Design; Steven Russack, Materials. 


Bottom photo: (standing) Donald Chiacchio and Charles T. Edson, representing 
Central Services and C & M ; Charles W. Young, Rail Systems; Walter L. Sharpe, Right 
of Way; John C. Jennings, Statewide Planning; Roland T. Allen, Urban Planning; John 
Obermeier and Howard F. Zahn, representing their units; William C. Dickinson, Design; 
Daniel D. Bertin, Design; James V. Santora, Maintenance; Nicholas P. Vitillo, Research: 
David A. Brooks, Design. Jeff Bodholt, Alfred Harf and Kenneth Afferton, representing 
Planning and Design; (seated) Schever, Commissioner Gluck, Frank A. Rubino, Urban 
Planning; James T. Avillo, Design; Joseph J. Licari, Accounting; Siegfried R. Bruckner, 


Design. 


Haight and Palumbo avert Fernwood fuel explosion 


Fast action by two employees prevented a possible explosion at DOT's Fernwood Gas House when a fuel pump ignited after being 
accidently knocked over by a vehicle exiting the area. 


Steve Haight, Supervising Technician, Electronic Traffic Systems, saw the smoke and flames and raised the alarm causing co- 
workers to evacuate Building 20 which is next to the pumps. Charles Palumbo, Crew Supervisor, Electrical, and a former Fire Chief of 
the West Trenton volunteer Fire Company, ran to the nearby Guard House, grabbed the fire extinguisher and doused the flames before 
the Ewing Fire Department arrived. 

Elwood E. Ellis, Region Supervisor, Electrical, Region Ill, commended Haight and Palumbo and said their quick action prevented 


Send in your 
‘Good News' forms 


Transporter 
NJ Department of Transportation 


Thomas H. Kean, Governor 
Hazel Frank Gluck, Commissioner 


Published monthly for employees and 
retirees of the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation by the Communications 
Office, Room 135, 609-530-2121. 


Linda Artlip, 
Director of Communications 


Camille Sinclair, editor 

Gerald E. Guarnieri, news 

Gloria Landers, Bernice Holland 
and John Dourgarian, features 
Deborah Lawler, public information 
Randy Linthurst, sports 

Frank Bridgewater and 

Gabriel Palmieri, art 

Susan Culler and 

Jenni Jeavons, staff 

Joe Moore, Ken DeBlieu, 
Joanne Nestor and Earl Baker, 
contributing photographers 


further damage to the facility and averted a life-threatening disaster. 


Joe <Acerra, Chief, Bureau of 
Facilities Management, finished second 
in the Masters Black Belt heavyweight 
class at the U.S. National Judo 
Championships held in April in Pittsburgh. 

Acerra, who has competed in judo 
tournaments since 1960, said that he 
decided to give it one more try and enter 
the 1987 the championships before he 
was 45 years old. The heavyweight class 
is for 209-pound competitors and up and 
one of Joe's victims weighed in at 320 
pounds. ’ 

With his impressive showing in 
Pittsburgh, he now is looking forward to 
national tournaments in Indiana in 1988 
and in Florida in 1989. 


Acerra works out with Cyril J. 
Cousins, his sensi (Japanese for 
instructor), twice a week in Ocean 


Township and also operates a judo 
school at the Cook Atheletic Association 
in Hamilton Township for 20 students 
between the ages of 8 and 38. 

Joe's stint in judo began in 1960. "| 


Acerra finishes second in class at national judo event 


enjoy contact sports and the mental and 
discipline aspect of judo," he said. "I laid 
off in 1966 while helping to raise a young 
family, but missed judo and resumed 
training in 1974. 

Acerra was president of the judo club 
at Georgia Tech in the 1960s. In 1976, 
he worked out with the U.S. Olympic 
Team at Brockport, N.Y. prior to the 
Montreal Games . Joe placed first in the 
East Coast Championships in 1981 and 
second in the New Jersey State 
Championships in 1983. 

"Judo, a form of jiu-jitsu, means "the 
gentle way" in Japanese,” said Acerra. 
The international headquarters is in 
Tokyo. "There is only one style- 
Kopodan. Judo became an Olympic 
sport in 1964 in the Tokyo Games. Now 
there are over 100,000 rated Judo 
participants in the U. S. , "he said. 

Joe holds a second degree black 
belt in Judo and hopes to travel to Japan 
with his instructor to obtain his third 
degree credentiais within the next year. 


Golf 
The Seventh Annual 


Region | 
Invitational Golf Tournament for DOT 
employees and retirees will be held on 
June 18, at the Farmstead Golf & Country 
Club in Andover. 

The event will include a buffet and 


awards ceremony. For information and 
reservations, call Barry Keith at (201) 
347-8807 or Bob Ruth at (609) 530-5521. 


Weightlifting 

Ray Virgilio, 29, a truck driver 
assigned to the Bloomsbury Yard, 
recently took first place honors in the 275- 
pound division of the Pittsburgh Bench 
Press Championships. 

The 250 pound resident of West 
Portal, competed in the 275-pound 
division and _ had lifts of 480, 500 and 510 
pounds. 

Virgilio previously won the Mr. 
Natural title in Fords, PA. and placed 
second in the bench press at the Stroh's 
Power Day Contest in Bradford, PA. 


Can you 
identify this 
Moment in 
History? 


Last month's photograph of con- 
struction of Route 29 behind the State 
House in Trenton was correctly identified 
by 23 employees and two retirees. Many 
correctly identified the year as 1968-69. 

The answers with the best date came 
from: Patrick L. Galati, Bridge Design; 
John Hobson, Design; Douglas Sailey, 
Construction; Les Martin, Highway 
Services; John Dourgarian, Comm- 
unications; Joseph D. Bodnar, Traffic 
Engineering; Mark E. Case, Geotechnical 
Engineering; Brian Margerum, Research; 
Paul T. Zabicki, Central Services; Joseph 
Jablowski, Buildings & Grounds; and 
William Picatagi, LeRoy B. Kuthithau, Ken 
Crosley, Mike DiPento, Lou Coppola, 
Norman Comfort all from Region _ Ill 
Construction. 

Other replies came from: William A. 
Crowell, Research; Bruce E. Ranson, 
Plan Quality Review; Lorraine Zabicki, 
Design; Robert H. Rodden, Region I; Karl 
Kruger, Region IV, Construction; Theresa 
Hugg and Rich Kirkham, Right of Way. 
The retirees were: Doris Clayton, formerly 
with Programming and Monitoring and 
Richard Perry, from Right of Way. 


lf you can identify this project and the year it was begun or completed, send your answer 
in writing along with your name, title and work unit or Division to Transporter , Room 135, 
Headquarters, Trenton. Please submit your answers by June 5. Retirees have until 
June 26 due to mail delivery problems. 


Don't miss 
the winning photos 
in the 
DOT PHOTO CONTEST 
on exhibit 
in the lobby of 


the new 


Engineering & Operations 


Building, Trenton, 


May 18 - June 19 
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